A BRIEF 


ACCOUNT 


OF A GRREAL 


ENGAGEMENT 


_ Which hapned between the Eng/i/h Squadron, under 


the Command of Vice-Admiral HERBERT, 
and the whole French Fleet, near the Coaſt of Ireland, on the Firſt 


of May, 1689. 
| | hinder their Attempts upon the Kingdom of 7rel/and, &c. After ſeveral Suc- 
ceſsful Enterprizes, and ſuppreſſing the French-Capers and Privateers, reicu- 
ing ſeveral Prizes they had taken, and were carrying into their Harbours, Braving the 
Naval Forces of the French-Xing, with a ſmall number of Ships in his chief Harbour, 
Gc.And reſolute to proſecute the Glorious War againſt the Diſturbers of Chriftendom ; 
the Engliſh underſtanding the French were gotten to Sea under the tavour of the Night, 
and contrary Winds that hindred ours for ſtanding 1n or bearing up with them, and mit- 
truſting they made for Ireland, they ſtood to that Coalt to prevent their landing any 
Forces to Diſtreſs the Proteſtants : On the Firſt of May Inſtant, the Ez#1jh got ſight of 
them lying inthe Bay of Bantree in the Weſt of Ireland, near the County of Kerry, and 
Reſolving forthwith to enter the Bay and attacque them, the Wind unluckily Chopt a- 
bout, and blew hard at Weſt North-weſt, fo that we could not but with abundance of 
D:ftculry turn into the Bay. | 
Bur re!olving by any means to gertin tothem, with Nine of our Ships, the Admiral 
himſelf leading them, they advance ; which the French perceiving, with full Sail before 
the Wind, they make up and meer us : The French Fleet conſiſted of Twenty Nine Sail 
of Men of War, beſides Tenders ; Ours bur Nineteen in the whole, whereof Five ons 
Iy could fully come up to Engage, Our Admiral had immediately Seven of their beſt 
Ships upon his Quarter, and the Frexch Admiral lying on the other Broad-ſide of him, bur 
notwithſtanding rhe Inequality, our brave Admiral never ſtirr'd off che Quarter Deck, 
Encouraging his Men both by his Orders and Example; the reſt of our Ships that could 
come up Charging them Board to Board, diſcharging their Broad-fides, Grapling, and 
couragiouſly Fighting-on the Decks, chundring in their Vollies of Small Shor, Killing their 
Men in great numbers, and renting their Ships, Maſts, and Rigging, thereby very much 
diſabling chem, continuing reſolutely Engaged cill Night parted them. And although the 
Enzliſh, much inferiour in Number, and wanting the Weather-gage which greatly hindred 
chem, did not gain the Advantage they otherwiſe might undoubtedly have had ; yer no- 
thing was wanting that might teſtify their continued Gallantry and Bravary, and to ſhew 
the French that they are not to diſpute with them the Soveraignty of the Ocean, As to 
particulars of the Loſs on cither fide we are wanting, however it is reported on all hands 
the Fngliſh have not loſt one Veſſel; yet under the favour of the Engagement, the French 
having Landed a few Men retreated, diſpairing (notwithſtanding the adyantage of cheic 
Number) of any anſwerable Succeſs : Thoughour Admiral reſolves to ſtick clote ro chem, 
and in a little time we doubt not (under God ) to make good the Juſtice of our Caule, 
and pull down the Pride of that Antichriſtian Monarch, who has fo long diſturb'd the 
Peace of the whole Chriſtian World, 
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With Allowance. 


IS Majeſty's Naval Forces having taken the Seas, under the Command of 
Vice-Admiral Herbert ; In order to Curb the Inſults of the French, and to 
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